
 

 

FRIENDS OF WEST WINDSOR OPEN SPACE 

Board Meeting Minutes 
August 26, 2025 – 7:30PM – Zoom (Video Chat Application) 

 

Members Present 
● Alison Miller (Trustee) 
● Frank Lavadera (Trustee) 
● Benety Goh (Trustee) 
● Eileen Murphy (Trustee) 
● Ilene Dube (Trustee) 
● Bob Murray (Trustee) 

 
● Paul Ligeti 
● Joe Charles 
● Diane Hasling 
● Mindy Shedler 
● Susan Conlon 
● Andrea Howard 

 
List of Action Items: 

 

Action Item Person Responsible Due Date 

Make banners for Farmers Market Paul Ligeti Early September 

Sign us up for Community Day Alison Miller ASAP 

Make Tatamy Trail info pamphlets 
for Community Day 

Ilene Dube ASAP 

Coordinate Volunteer Potluck Ilene and Paul ASAP 

Research sweetgrass as 
Community Day giveaway 

Ilene Dube When available 

   

 
New Attendee Introductions 

• Susan Conlon - former FOWWOS member, longtime West Windsor resident, founding member of the 
West Windsor Bicycle & Pedestrian Alliance. 

• Mindy Shedler - 33-year West Windsor resident. 

• Diane Hasling – 38-year West Windsor resident, interested in FOWWOS trail. 

• Joe Charles – 17-year West Windsor resident, excited about Tatamy Trail. 

Minutes 

• Minutes from all of the June and July Board meetings were approved by a quorum of Trustees. 
 
Secretary’s Report 

• We do not yet have a fee quote for Tatamy Trail engineering and project oversight; Bob is in the process 
of coordinating with West Windsor Township to secure this. 



Treasurer’s Report 

• For the year we have $1,000 of income (mainly through dues). 

• Expense: Roughly $4,000 (including $2,000 final payment for the Nash memorial and $626 for our 
Directors and Officers insurance premium). 

• We have around $8,100 in our business checking account. 

• We have around $73,600 in our business money market account. 
 

Volunteer Opportunities 

• Community Day (September 20, Duck Pond Park): 

o Ilene suggested that we could present on the Tatamy Trail if we have a table there. 
▪ Including using the freestanding banners discussed at the previous meeting. 
▪ Bob mentioned that we should stick to conceptual items, not detail, since it’s still in the 

planning stages. 
▪ Ilene will put together a graphic/bullet point about the trail and a QR code for the 

video 

o Alison needs help staffing the booth. 
▪ Susan can help for half of that day. 

• She can play the video of the trail walk from her computer. 
▪ Benety can help set up and take down. 
▪ Bob would also try to be there. 

o How do we engage people to stop by the table? 
▪ In the past, we did a native plant giveaway. 
▪ Ilene will look into sweetgrass as a possible giveaway. 

o Ultimately, it was decided that we would sign up (the fee is $75 for a table). 
▪ The check would be written by FOWWOS. 

 
Tatamy Trail 

• Diane mentioned that many of the trees adjacent to the trail have beech leaf disease, and the 
Township currently does not have plans nor the funds to treat the trees, so many of the trees along the 
trail will die. 

o Alison and Frank both mentioned that this does not preclude building the trail. 
o Perhaps an inventory of trees can be made, but Bob mentioned that said inventory would be at 

a later stage. 

• FOWWOS and the Township are working to get a working agreement on development of the trail. 

• The original quote was underestimated and the Township may pick up the difference. Bob is talking 
with the Mayor and Council about this project. More to come. 

o Frank offered to help as did Ilene Dube. 
• The Township has decided to hire a different engineering firm than who we originally talked with. 

o The Township would formally be signing the contract with the Engineering firm. 

Conservation Tax Incentive Act 

• FOWWOS has been asked to support Conservation Tax Incentive Bill (A197/S3287). According to the 
person who emailed us, “This bill creates a new tax benefit for landowners who sell their property for 
conservation, and we believe that this is a great new tool to help us give land protection a boost to 
compete with development when appropriate.” 

• Alison will collect questions from anyone interested, send them to the requestor (Rebecca Hilbert), and 
also see if she would like to come to our next meeting. 

 
Next Meeting 



• Alison suggested we move our next meeting from September 23 to September 30 to avoid conflicts 
with Rosh Hashanah. 

 
Volunteer Potluck 

• Ilene mentioned that in the spirit of volunteering and volunteer engagement, we could have a 
FOWWOS volunteer potluck at a place with preserved space. 

o This could be an opportunity to talk about FOWWOS’s future and where new members could 
see FOWWOS going into the future. 

• Alison suggested early October. 

o Ilene and Paul suggested October 5 at 5:30 pm or later. 
o Susan offered to donate plates, napkins, etc. 

• We would send this out to our email list 

o Ilene offered to draft an invite. 
o Paul will create a RSVP page. 

 
Meeting adjourned; no closed session. 


