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Leveraging Corporate Donations        
By John Sabino 
The vast majority of monies that FOWWOS receives 
is from individual residents of West Windsor. 
FOWWOS is happy to receive contributions large and 
small from residents interested in preserving our 
beautiful township. Most of our members give $25 in 
annual dues, and we are proud of the grassroots 
nature of our organization. FOWWOS has also been 
fortunate to receive matching grants from 
companies that offer generous benefits. Last year we 
received over $1,100 in matching grants from 
companies as diverse as the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation and Exxon Mobil. When giving to 
FOWWOS, please check with your company to see if 

your generous giving can be matched. Some 
companies match dollar for dollar and there are even 
those that match more than your own contribution! 
 
FOWWOS is also pleased to have received a $10,000 
donation from NRG in in 2016. One of NRG's two 
headquarters is in West Windsor, located on Route 1 
in the Carnegie Center office complex. NRG's building 
is "green" and features solar paneled parking 
canopies and other energy efficient features. 
FOWWOS thanks NRG for its generous contribution 
and for giving back to the community.

 
 

 
 

The Mission of the Friends of West 
Windsor Open Space (FOWWOS) 
includes: 
 

• To promote and work for the preservation of 
open space and the conservation of natural 
resources; 

• To encourage and assist local governments in 
their open space and conservation programs; 

• To raise funds for financing the acquisition of 
land for open space and recreation purposes; 

• To foster knowledge and study of ecological 
and natural resources conservation; 

• To encourage farmland preservation; and 
• To engage in other charitable and educational 

enterprises related to the above goals. 
 

 

In addition, FOWWOS’s private nonprofit 501(3)(c) 
status makes it eligible for 100% matching grants 
from the state Green Acres Program, while the 
Township is eligible for only 50% matching grants. 
Therefore, the additive grant partnership with 
FOWWOS has enabled West Windsor township to 
minimize contributions from the local taxpayers for 
purchasing Open Space land throughout our 
community.   
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New Open Space Acquisitions 
By Alison Miller and Kristin Epstein 
 

FOWWOS is delighted to announce that West 
Windsor Township is acquiring three new open space 
parcels.  After acquisition of these properties, the 
Township will have preserved 1,957 acres since 
inception of the Open Space tax in 1994, making the 
total acreage preserved in West Windsor at 8,478 
acres.  As a result, designated open space lands will 
occupy approximately 50% of the total area of the 
township, saving this land from future development 
for housing, commercial, or industrial purposes for 
generations to come.   
 
The Hall property, designated as parcel numbers 3 
and 4 on the West Windsor Target Open Space 
Inventory Map (TOSIM), is 120 acres in area and 
located at 229 Village Road East.  These parcels have 
both upland and wetland woods, no structures, and 
are contiguous to about 1,000 acres of already 
preserved opens space. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

The Azmy property (now owned by AEGLE, LLC), 
contains 96 acres at 217 North Post Road.  This 
property, parcel number 38 on the West Windsor 
TOSIM, is in the Duck Pond Run drainage 
basin.  About half of it is covered by woodland forest 
containing red maple and sweet gum trees, a quarter 
is covered by upland forest with oak trees, and the 
rest was previously farmed.  The property is adjacent 
to the Liao and Cella properties already preserved by 
the Township and to deed-restricted preserved 
property at the Avalon Princeton Junction (Avalon 
Watch) apartments. 
 
The Reddy property at 111 Penn Lyle Road, is being 
developed with two houses; of this property, 6.414 
acres is dedicated to the Township as open 
space.  The open space portion will remain in its 
natural state. 
 

Emerald Ash Borer – West Windsor’s 
Action Plan    By Ronald Slinn 
 

As spring warmth prompts Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) 
eggs to hatch into larvae, the Township will be active 
in treating those Ash trees on public land that are 
vulnerable to EAB attack and have been identified as 
having the best chance of maturing into strong, 
healthy, and safe canopy trees.  The treatment 
involves injecting an insecticide below the surface of 
the soil round the tree’s roots.  When assimilated by  
the tree, this “soil drench” will kill the larvae under 
the bark where they could otherwise consume the 
tree’s vital conductive tissue. 
 
There are – or were - some 1,800 Ash trees on the 
Township’s street trees and parks.  Only about 400 
are to be treated annually for the next six or seven 
years – the period during which the EAB attack is 
expected to endure.  The remaining 1,400 are 
expected eventually to succumb.  As they die, they 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An example of a D-shaped emergence (or exit) hole. The very small hole (1/8 of 
an inch) is a sign of emerald ash borer infestation. NOTE: other wood boring 
beetles also leave exit holes in trees. The tiny size AND D-shape are 
characteristic of EAB. 
 

will be systematically taken down and chipped or de-
barked to destroy the incumbent eggs and larvae.   
Residents will wonder what is to happen if the Ash 
tree on the street in front of their home is one of   
those to be taken down. A flyer will be placed in
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their mailbox, informing the residents of the symp-
toms of EAB attach that prompted the tree’s 
removal and that it will be eventually replaced – 
but not with another Ash tree.  A variety of 
attractive alternate trees will include Yellowwood, 
Golden Rain Tree, Maackia, Black Gum, Sargeant 
Cherry and Tree Lilac.  Most of these trees come 
from a group called “utili-trees” because they 
rarely grow taller than 30-40  

feet, are unlikely to reach overhead wires, and don’t 
have roots that are inclined to disrupt nearby 
sidewalks. 

 
For additional information, please consult the 
Township’s website www.westwindsornj.org or call 
the Township’s Landscape Architect, Dan 
Dobromilsky, at (609) 799-2400.

Tatamy & West Windsor By Kristin Epstein 
 

 
Beaver Dam on Duck Pond Run 
 

The Tatamy Swamp is located in the heart of West 
Windsor  - to the east of Clarksville Road near its 
intersection with Meadow Road – near the railroad 
bridge “S” curve.  The wetland area forms the 
beginning of Duck Pond Run, a tributary of the 
Millstone River.  The Tatamy Swamp was named for 
notable Lenape Native American, Moses Tunda 
Tatamy, born circa 1695.  Tatamy was a leader of the 
regional Lenape people, interpreter, and diplomat. 
He often accompanied the governors of New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania.  Tatamy adopted Christianity and 
learned English in an attempt to find peace with the 
British newcomers.  Sadly, late in his life, the French 
and Indian War caused much bloodshed for Native  
Americans of this region.  In 1736, Tatamy was 
granted 315 acres of land in Pennsylvania.  For years, 
historians presumed that he died shortly after 1760 
and was buried on this land in the Lehigh Valley area.  

 

Tatamy also retained land in the area later known as 
West Windsor during this time, as part of a larger 
Lenape presence in the region in the mid-1700s.  
During the time of Tatamy’s life and into the 1800s, 
the area was known as “Tatamys” or “Tamys 
Swamp”, and Clarksville Road was then known as 
“Tamy’s Road.”  Tatamy’s Swamp changed hands 
many times through the years and was most recently  
owned by Ms. Georgena Cella, who acquired the land 
from her parents, Richard and Ivana in 1955.  Note 
that the Cella property is adjacent to the new 
Township Land Acquisition, known as the Azmy 
Property. 
 
The former Cella property is currently preserved 
open space, partly through efforts by FOWWOS.  
FOWWOS is seeking grant funding to create the 
Tatamy Trail, a walking/biking path through the 
wooded areas and wetlands.  The new path will be 
considerate of the sensitive native plants and 
animals of this open space area. It may include 
elevated boardwalks and would form part of the 
walking/biking link between neighborhoods off of 
Village Road West and North Post Road and the 
Township Municipal Center including the post office 
and library via extended sidewalks and/or bicycle 
lanes along Clarksville Road.  This trail would provide 
a vital non-vehicular link between sections of the 
Township and would bring respect and honor to this 
notable Lenape leader.  
 

Source: Walling, Richard S. Locating a Lenape Landscape 
Tatamy's Swamp West Windsor Township Mercer County, New 
Jersey. June 2012.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP   Please join or renew your membership in FOWWOS and help preserve and  

maintain open space in West Windsor.  
 

Name(s): _____________________________________________  Email: _____________________________________ 
 

Street: _______________________________________________    City: __________________________________ 
 

Phone: ________________________________      State: ____ Zip: ___________ 

  

Select Membership Type: 

                 Student  $15             Adult   $25           Family   $40           Supporter   $50         Benefactor   $100 
 

Make checks payable to “FOWWOS” and mail to:   FOWWOS,  P.O. Box 73,   West Windsor, NJ 08550. 

To pay by credit card, visit www.fowwos.org/membership.   

Get Involved in Open Space.  
How can you help? 

1. 1. Pick Up Debris! Groups and individuals 
who collect trash in and along WW parks 
and roads can log and submit their time.  
FOWWOS will receive $ through the NJ 
Clean Streets Program.  To submit, visit 
fowwos.org/clean-streets/    

2. 2. Educate yourself about local open space 
matters.  Speak out and vote about issues 
that matter to you.  

3. 3. Get out and enjoy West Windsor’s many 
parks, trails, sidewalks, and bike lanes.  

4. 4. Renew or join FOWWOS! 
 
 

Friends of West Windsor Open Space 
P.O. Box 73 
West Windsor, NJ 08550 


